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Tribal peoples in independent countries whose social, cultural and
economic conditions distinguish them from other sections of the national
community, and whose status is regulated wholly or partially by their
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Peoples in independent countries who are regarded as indigenous on

own customs or traditions or by special laws or regulations.

account of their descent from the populations which inhabited the
country, or a geographical region to which the country belongs, at the
time of conquest or colonization or the establishment of present state
boundaries and who, irrespective of their legal status, retain some or
all of their own social, economic, cultural and political institutions.
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Descendants of groups which were in the territory of the country at the
time when other groups of different cultures or ethnic origins arrived
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2.1.2.2 Isolate from other segments of the country s population they have
preserved almost intact the customs and traditions of their ancestors
which are similar to those characterised as indigenous; and even if only
formally, [they have been] placed under a State structure which
incorporates national, social and cultural characteristics alien to
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